reversed). English readers will look in vain for some of Chaucer's ribaldries, or for any detailed discussion of the evidence of art and of its value to the historian.
Within its limits, however, this is a valuable guide, and many non-medievalists will be grateful to the authors for the way in which they lead them elegantly through the thickets of theological and philosophical speculation, or lucidly expound the differences between the Aristotelians and Galenists on the topic of the female sperm. They have made a very sound beginning, and subsequent historians will be able to rely confidently on their editorial labours.
Vivian Nutton, Wellcome Institute DAVID B. RUDERMAN, Kabbalah, magic, and science: the cultural universe of a sixteenthcentury Jewish physician, Cambridge, Mass., and London, Harvard University Press, 1988, 8vo, pp. viii, 232, £23.95. This book centres on the life and ideas of the late Renaissance Jewish scholar and physician Abraham Yagel (1553 Yagel ( -c.1623 ). To place the subject in perspective, the author begins with an interesting biographical chapter in which the life of Yagel and his financial problems offset by his Cabalistic and scientific pursuits are viewed against the declining political and economic fortune of Italian Jewry in the late sixteenth century.
